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Sitharaman’s petrol tax 
logic questioned 


Union finance minister Nirmala on petrol was Rs 22,34,000 


Sitharaman’s justification of 
high petrol taxes as necessitat- 
ed by the need to repay UPA- 
era oil bonds has come under 
question. Congress represen- 
tatives put out figures from 


Petroleum Pricing and Analysis 


Cell showing the oil-bond re- 
payment accounted for only 
three percent of Modi-era tax- 
es on petrol products. 


Former finance minister P. 
Chidambaram said in a series 
of tweets: “The finance minis- 
ter’s statement that servicing 
oil bonds stands in the way of 
giving relief on petrol and 
diesel prices is astonishing. At 


best the statement is incredible 


ignorance; at the worst it is 
motivated malignity.” 


Congress general secretary 
Ajay Maken said that since 
2014-15, the Modi government 
has spent Rs 73,440 crore on 
servicing of oil bonds, while 
the amount collected as taxes 





Telangana HC 
chief justice 

among judges 
named for SC 


Chief Justice 

of Telangana 

high court, 

Justice Hima 

Kohli, is 1 
among the » 
names of 

three women recommended 
for top court by the Supreme 
Court Collegium. 


Chief Justice of India N V 


Ramana, who heads the col- 
legium, is learnt to have rec- 


crore. 
“Spending on servicing of 
oil bonds is barely 3.2 per cent 
of the tax collection from pe- 
troleum products,’ Maken said. 


Ms Sitharaman had said: “I 
can’t go by the trickery that 
was played by previous the 
UPA government. Due to oil 
bonds, the burden has come to 
our government, that’s why we 
are unable to reduce prices of 
petrol and diesel.” She didn’t 
release figures to back her 
charge. 


Congress spokesperson 
said, “In 2020-21 alone, ‘Modi 
tax’ on petrol-diesel was Rs 
4,53,812 crore. It is three times 
more than 2013-14. The BJP 
government raised central tax- 
es on petrol and diesel by Rs 
23.87 and Rs 28.37 per litre in 
seven years and collected addi- 
tional Rs 1,89,711 crore every 


” 


year. 


WEATHER FORECAST 


Thundery showers are expected 
on Wednesday in north Telangana 


and parts of Hyderabad 


‘PEGASUS’ SPYWARE 


O52 


Govt tells SC: no affidavit, only 
willing to set up a committee 


The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday issued a notice to the 
Union government on a batch 
of petitions seeking a court- 
monitored special investiga- 
tion into the Pegasus snoop- 
ing controversy. 


The government, without 
confirming or denying that 
the Israeli spyware was used, 
told a bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India N.V. Ramana 
that if the truth was divulged, 
it would only help terrorists. 


The Centre, represented 
by solicitor-general Tushar 
Mehta, said there was nothing 
wrong if surveillance was car- 
ried out for the sake of na- 
tional security. 


The petitioners want to 
know if the Centre bought 
Pegasus and used it to snoop 
on several Indians, including 
Opposition politicians, 
judges, journalists and ac- 
tivists. 


Although the government 
renewed the offer to set up an 
expert panel to examine the 
allegations, the apex court did 
not immediately concede the 
plea. The court indicated that 
if necessary, at a later stage, 
the court may consider the 
request or set up its own pan- 
el. 


Mehta declined to file any 
additional affidavit as sug- 
gested on Monday by the 
apex court, which, along with 
the petitioners, was not satis- 
fled with the two-page aff- 
davit filed by the additional 
secretary, electronics and in- 
formation technology min- 
istry. 

“According to me, my affi- 
davit suffices but as a respon- 
sible government I am saying 
we will form a committee and 
submit a report before this 
coutt.... If there is an illegiti- 
mate use, then it cannot be 


countenanced by this court. 
There can’t be anything more 
fair than this,” the govern- 
ment’s law officer contended. 


Justice Ramana said: “You 
understand we are not asking 
you to divulge what you don’t 
want to. We are not here for 
that. We are not compelling 
you. We are thinking, we will 
issue notice, let us see. In the 
meanwhile... we will see if we 
have to constitute a commit- 
tee and see what to do.” 


The Chief Justice added: 
“We will see that. This is all at 
stage of admission. We had 
thought a comprehensive re- 
ply will come but it was a lim- 
ited reply. We will see, we will 
also think and consider what 
can be done. We will discuss 
what needs to be done, if a 
committee of experts needs to 
be made, or some other com- 
mittee has to be set up....” 


With 88 lakh doses, a new record for highest single-day vaccination 


With the administration of 
the more than 88.13 lakh 
| doses, the cumulative vacci- 
nation coverage has in- 
creased to 55.47Cr 
 (55,47,30,009). This trans- 
lates to 46% of all adult In- 
dians receiving the first 
dose. 13% of all adult Indians 
have received both doses of 
vaccine and are protected 
against COVID-19.5 days 
advance visibility of vaccine 
availability to States and 
= UTs for enabling better 
planning by them, and 
streamlining the vaccine 
supply chain — Anvesh. 


ommended nine names to the 
government for appointment 
as judges to the top court. The 
list has three women judges, 
including one who could be- 
come the first woman Chief 
Justice of India. 


According to the Indian 
Express, the three women 
judges are Justice B V Na- 
garathna of the Karnataka 
High Court; Justice Hima 
Kohli, Chief Justice of the 





TECH WEDNESDAY 


China plans EU-standard data privacy law wind energy: India welcomes UK 
Chinese society at large, over online 
fraud, data theft and data collection 
by Chinese technology giants. The 
law is on its third round of reviews, 
usually the last before passage. 


China’s top legislative body is ex- 
pected this week to pass a privacy 
law that resembles the world’s most 
robust framework for online privacy 
protections, Europe’s General Data 
Protection Regulation. But unlike 
European governments, which them- 
selves face more public pressure over 
data collection, Beijing is expected to 
maintain broad access to data under 
the new Personal Information Pro- 
tection Law. 


RK Singh, Union MoS for New and Renewable Ener- 
gy, expressed India’s interest in collaborating with 
the UK on offshore wind. He also stressed on the 
need of the developed and developing countries to 
work together for bringing down the cost of stor- 
age. 

During the meeting, discussions were held on the 
need of increasing storage capacity in view of In- 
dia’s ambitious target of having 450 GW of installed 
Renewable Capacity by 2030.The UK side was invit- 
ed to participate in the upcoming bids for Green 
Hydrogen and lithium-ion projects. — Anvesh. 


The law will require any organi- 
zation or individual handling Chi- 
nese citizens’ personal data to min- 
imize data collection and to obtain 
prior consent, according to the lat- 
est published draft. It covers gov- 
ernment agencies, though lawyers 
and policy analysts say enforcement 
is likely to be tighter on the private 
sector. (WSJ) 


Telangana High Court; and 
Justice Bela Trivedi of the Gu- 
jarat High Court. Justice Na- 
garathna could become the 
first woman Chief Justice of 
India, going by the retirement 
schedule. 


The national privacy law, China’s 
first, is being reviewed as frustration 
grows within the government, and in 


